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High—quality and Balanced Supply of Rural Basic Public Services

During the 15th Five—Year Plan Period
YANG Yuan—zheng LIU Jin

Abstract: The 15th Five—Year Plan period is a critical phase for laying the foundation to achieve
socialist modernization and for making comprehensive efforts, as well as a pivotal time for establishing a
high—quality and balanced framework of basic public services. Since the 14th Five—Year Plan, rural basic
public services have significantly improved in terms of infrastructure modernization, scientific resource
allocation, integrated urban—rural policies, and precise service delivery. However, during the 15th Five—
Year Plan period, challenges persist, including the restriction of high—quality and balanced basic public
service development by the hukou system, the co—evolution of new urbanization and rural hollowing—out,
and the lack of a long—term mechanism for the sink of high—quality basic public service resources. During
the 15th Five—Year Plan period, the overarching goal for improving rural basic public services should
be high quality, balance, and universal accessibility: adjusting the direction of public service
development "stratified" according to local economic growth levels; implementing targeted improvements
in public services "classified" based on demographic structural changes; ensuring the baseline support for
low—income groups and underdeveloped regions to achieve "effective" public service delivery; and fully
leveraging the role of the market to ensure "orderly" public service provision across multiple dimensions.
In practical efforts, it is essential to address the urgent needs of the public by focusing on three core areas
of basic public services—healthcare, education, and elderly care—to achieve a historic leap from "access
to medical treatment, education, and elderly care" to "excellent medical care, quality education, and
dignified elderly care".

Key words: Chinese path to modernization; basic public services in rural areas; high —quality

and balanced supply; integrated urban—rural development
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