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The Reform Practices, Transition Logics and Future Evolution

Direction of China’s Farmland Property Right Systems
Gao Liangliang

Abstract: The report of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China

requires to deepen farmland system reform clearly and firmly., and the reform of farmland
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property rights system is the most basic content of it. This paper attempts to systematically
review the reform practices and transition logics of the farmland property right system
since the foundation of the People’s Republic of China and explores the possible future
evolution direction of it. Firstly, this paper introduces the context and main contents of
five major reform initiatives, including the establishment of collective ownership, the
implementation of household responsibility system, the realization of separating contracted
management right, the construction of farmland rental market and the reinforcement of
farmland property rights from rural land ownershop. Secondly, this paper analyzes the
transition logics of farmland property right system in a unified theoretical framework,
which also provides economic explanations for the reform of farmland property right
system. Finally, this paper prospects the evolution direction of China’s farmland
property right system in the future. The reform of farmland property right system
should persist in the principle that ownership belongs to the rural collectives, adapt to
actual conditions timely, divide and specify the attributes of farmland rights gradually,
and allocate the corresponding rights to the most efficient social subjects to improve the
land utilization efficiency at the greatest extent.

Key words: farmland; property right system; narrowly defined ownership; dividing of
property rights
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