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International experience and enlightenment of narrowing
the gap between urban and rural areas

HU Lingxiao

(Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Narrowing the gap between urban and rural areas is a challenge that China must overcome to
achieve common prosperity. On a worldwide scale, evolution of the urban-rural gap has a certain rule, which is
mainly manifested as a widening in the early stage of industrialization, and then a narrowing with the slowdown
of urbanization process and the enhancement of government governance ability. Economic development is the
prerequisite to narrow the gap between urban and rural areas, and, at the same time, policy intervention is
indispensable in narrowing the gap. In the process of achieving a balanced development between urban and rural
areas, high-income countries have mainly adopted policies and measures from four aspects, including
urbanization and population migration policies, agricultural support and protection policies, rural economic
development policies and rural public service guarantee policies. Late-development countries should pay more
attention to the profound logic behind policy measures if they want to follow the steps. Firstly, policy choices
need to be adapted to local conditions and adjusted timely due to the circumstances; secondly, coordination
between different policies is crucial; thirdly, the government’ s governance capacity is the fundamental
guarantee for policy effects. China is facing both domestic and foreign pressure to narrow the gap between urban
and rural areas. In view of international experience and lessons, it is necessary to unify urban and rural factor
markets as our basic focus, carry out key policies to shore up weakness in agricultural and rural areas, and
ensure an efficient implementation of policies by improving governance capacity.

Key words: urban-rural gap; urban-rural relationship; international experience; policy reference
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