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Who Are Professional Farmers?
—Survey Analysis Based on Nearly 9 763 Professional Farmers

ZENG Junxia GAO Liangliang WANG Bin  WEI Yaping QI Guo

Abstract Professional farmers are the main force of modern agriculture. By 2020 the number of profes—
sional farmers in China reaches 17 million. Who are professional farmers? Based on the large sample sur—
vey data of 9 763 professional farmers in 31 provinces ( autonomous regions and municipalities) in 2018
combined with production categories and regions as well as the comparative analysis between the domestic
and abroad the basic characteristics of the population human capital and employment experience and
characteristics of professional farmers were analyzed. The results show that compared with ordinary farm—
ers professional farmers have many new characteristics such as more males lower average age higher
education level more non-agricultural household registration and higher training ratio. Compared with
farmers in agriculturally developed countries professional farmers have lower average age lower educa—
tion level and shorter farming time. There are also significant differences in the basic characteristics of
professional farmers in different production categories and in different regions for example the human
capital level of professional farmers is relatively higher among pure breeding and economic crop planting or
the eastern region professional farmers. The future development of professional farmers also faces problems
such as farmers’ education and training labor market land system reform and human capital industry
and regional differences.

Keywords Processional farmers; Agricultural labor; Demography characteristics



