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Impact Analysis of the Coronavirus Pandemic on
Agribusiness in China and Policy Implications

ZHANG Yanlong, WANG Mingzhe ,TANG Jia, LIAO Yongsong, FENG Wei

Abstract ; Using nationally representative agribusiness microdata of 2019 and 2020, this paper pro-
vides a comparative analysis of their operations based on multiple perspectives and summarizes the im-
pact of the Coronavirus pandemic. We find that the net profits of agribusinesses fell sharply and total ag-
ricultural imports decreased under the pandemic. There was also a chain reaction in the drive chain,and
the role of agribusinesses in driving services to various agricultural business entities was
weakened. However, the pandemic shock objectively prompted domestic agribusinesses to strengthen
their independent scientific and technological innovation and strengthen their ability to supply agricul-
tural products such as grain, vegetables, fruits and meat. At regional level , the impact of the pandemic
shock differed greatly from one location to another. By main business category , agricultural enterprises in
plantation and leisure agriculture and rural tourism were more negatively affected by the pandemic,
while agricultural enterprises in e—commerce platforms flourished. In terms of enterprise characteristics,
large agricultural enterprises were more risk —resistant, while private agricultural enterprises were most
adversely impacted. Based on the above analysis,this paper proposes strategies to shield agribusinesses
from the pandemic from both short—term and long—term perspectives. This paper expands the research
on the pandemic impact on agriculture and has significant practical implications for helping enterprises
overcome obstacles and strengthen their risk tolerance. .

Keywords ; Coronavirus pandemic; Agribusiness; Agricultural product supply; New agricultural

business entities ; Agricultural industry chain
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