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Realistic dilemma and countermeasures of peer review system in
social science academic journals

HU Yi, CHEN Qiuhong

Institute of Rural Development, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 5 Jianguomennei Street, Dongcheng District, Beijing
100005, China

Abstract: [ Purposes] Based on data obtained from the real peer review of core journals, this study conducts quantitative analysis
and provides inspiration and references for improving the review system and enhancing the quality of publication in social science
journals. [ Methods] Based on the practical work of peer review in core social science journals in China, this study analyzed the
main problems, inherent reasons, and countermeasures to the specific implementation process of the current peer review system.
[ Findings ] The main problems of the peer review system are long review periods, low-quality review comments, and an inadequate
author-expert dialogue mechanism. These problems exist because of the unbalanced labor value and compensation of experts,
inadequate accuracy of submission, insufficient connection between the journals and the experts, and insufficient motivation in
improving the system of journals. [ Conclusions] To solve these problems, it is necessary to establish a more complete database of
peer reviewers, encourage editors to strengthen offline communication with experts, strengthen the evaluation and incentive
mechanisms for experts, and promote cooperation between journals to form a development pattern of mutual assistance and sharing.
Keywords: Peer review; Academic journal; Review efficiency; Current status; Countermeasure
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