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The Impact and Mechanisms of Internet Use on Crop Structure Adjustment:
Microscopic Evidence from CRRS
LUO Qian—feng',ZHAO Qi—feng’
(1.Institute of Rural Development, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China;
2.Institute of Quantitative & Technical Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences , Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Based on the data from the China Rural Revitalization Survey (CRRS) in 2020, the paper empiri-
cally analyzed whether farmers’ Internet use has an impact on their crop structure adjustment.The results show
that Internet use promotes the adjustment of crop structure to “non—grain”. After using instrumental variables to ad-
dress potential endogeneity issues and selecting different Internet access methods to conduct robustness tests on
the impact of crop structure adjustment, consistent findings can still be obtained.Heterogeneity analysis shows that
Internet use has a significant positive effect on the adjustment of crop structure to “non—grain” for farmers with dif-
ferent education levels as well as middle to high income and high income levels. The analysis of the influence
mechanism shows that the use of the Internet has an impact on the adjustment of the “non—grain” farming struc-
ture mainly through five paths: increasing farmers’ market acquisition capability, reducing the cost of cash crops,
improving farmers’ access to formal financial loans, and increasing farmers’ human and social capital. Therefore,
we should be alert to the problem of “non—grain” brought about by farmers’ Internet use, and establish a reason-
able income guarantee mechanism for grain farmers to ensure national food security.

Key words: internet use; crop structure; non—grain
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