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Characteristics and Differences of Farmers” Production and Operation Behavior under the
Background of Smallholder Agricultural Modernization
LIU Changquan, WANG Shukun, LI Tingting
(Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Science, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract : The transformation from traditional small farmers to modern farmers under the national conditions of large countries and small
farmers is the foundation of China’s agricultural modernization. Around this revolution, this paper uses the China Rural Revitalization
Survey (CRRS) conducted by the Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences to analyze the characteristics of
the house—holds production and operation behaviors and the differences between groups from the aspects of land scale, mechanization,
specialization, and marketization. The results show that the scale of farmer operations is increasing, and at the same time, scale tends
to exacerbate nonfood production. The development of mechanization varies greatly in different crops, production links, and regions,
and social services have an impact on mechanization, especially for small farmers. The level of specialization at the household level is
high, the planting and breeding are generally separated, and the variety of crops planted is generally less. The three major cereals play
a dominant role in crop planting. Farmers” agricultural production has a high degree of marketization, and the harvested grain is mainly
for sale, and the behavior of selling grain is concentrated.

Keywords : agricultural modernization; large—scale production; specialization; social service; nongrains agriculture
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