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The Green Development of Agriculture in China: Innovation and Evolution

LI Zhou

Abstract: The evolution of agricultural green development is a gradual and cumulative process. Its exogenous intervention mainly
takes the form of innovation. Innovation enhances the viability, symbiosis and harmony of agricultural green development. Among
them, technological innovation enhances the viability of agricultural green development, organizational innovation improves its
symbiosis, and institutional innovation promotes its harmony by means of stimulating people’ s innovative vitality, regulating their
behavioral norms and coordinating the relationships among people, between the present generations and the future generations as
well as between people and nature. Based on examining practical cases, this article discusses the impacts of innovation on
ecosystem protection and the evolution of the viability, symbiosis and harmony of agricultural green development. Ecological
compensation in China began with the central government’ s vertical ecological compensation, but the horizontal ecological
compensation is very likely to make greater contributions to the ecological compensation system and go further. It is necessary to
carry out ecological compensation innovation according to the marketization, socialization and performance-based principles. The
problem that the distribution of ecological compensation funds by area cannot motivate local participants needs to be addressed.
Green development needs to be oriented by the government in the initial stage, but it is not appropriate to stay at this stage. Market-
and people-led green development is conducive to improving the symmetry of rights and responsibilities as well as the coordination
of green development. People need to have tools to show their contributions.

Key words: Agriculture; Green Development; Evolution; Innovation; Viability; Symbiosis
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