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Strategy and Policy of China's Urbanization

during the 14th Five Year Period
WEI Houkai LI Le NIAN Meng

Abstract: During the 13th Five Year Plan period, China’s urbanization has made remarkable achievements.
As China advances rapidly towards urbanization and gaps between different regions narrow down, urban
agglomerations have become the strategic core areas where the country promotes urbanization and economic
development. At present, the key problem for China’ s urbanization is the low quality, rather than the level and
the speed. The urbanization process of agricultural transferring population has far lagged behind; unsound key
components in the mechanism of urban-rural integration development have been locked; resources and
environment have taken too much cost for urbanization. Those aforementioned are the serious challenges facing
China’ s urbanization. During the 14th Five Year Plan period, China’ s urbanization will experience continuous
advancement yet with the speed slowing down. The urbanization rate in China will reach 65.5% by the year of
2025, with the figure of the East, Mid—China, the West and the Northeast up to 73.0%, 63.1%, 61.2% and 66.7%
respectively. In order to achieve the goal, we should adhere to the principle of taking people as the core, be
oriented by the high—quality integrated development of urban and rural areas, and comprehensively improve the
quality of urbanization, taking the path of high—quality urbanization with Chinese characteristics featuring the
rational development speed, effective enhancement of the citizens’ quality, balanced promotion of urbanization
plans, deep integration of urban and rural development, and green, healthy and sustainable development. In terms
of specific measures, the leading, demonstrative and radiant roles of central cities should be enhanced so as to
promote the formation of a four—level central city system consisting of global central cities, national central cities,
regional central cities and local central cities. At the national level, 34 high—quality city circles should be
planned and constructed, making them the core areas to promote the new urbanization in the new era. The process
of setting up cities should be accelerated; the practice of turning large towns to cities should be encouraged.
Differentiated policies should be taken for expansive, stable, and contractive cities. The channel of homesteads
withdrawal and the collectively owned buildable land entering the market should be connected.

Keywords: The 14th Five—Year Plan, Urbanization, Metropolitan Circle, Development Strategy
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