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strengthen the government’s top—to—bottom coordination and planning guidance, enhance
farmers’ bottom—to—top digital capacity and e—commerce awareness, and strengthen the demon-
stration of excellent practices from individual to overall experiences and cooperative promo-
tions. These recommendations aim to provide reference for farmers’ income increase and high -
quality development of rural e—commerce from the perspective of empowerment.
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The Efficiency Paradox of Returning Migrants: How Migration
Experience Shapes Agricultural Total Factor Productivity

HU Yi

Abstract: The return of rural migrants has restructured factor markets and spurred rural in-
dustrial revitalization , yet agriculture faces an unexpected “efficiency paradox” :returning migrants
underperform stay—behind farmers in agricultural total factor productivity (TFP) despite their ac-
cumulated material and human capital from off-farm work. Leveraging China Labor—force
Dynamics Survey ( CLDS) data,this study identifies a significant negative impact of off—farm work
experience on agricultural TFP ,driven by diminished farming expertise due to prolonged agricul-
tural detachment, pluriactivity preferences prioritizing non—farm income, and the prevalence of
low—skilled “passive returnees” constrained by urban labor market barriers. To resolve this para-
dox,we propose tripartite policy interventions. Firstly, the paper proposes to enhance agricultural
subsidies to maintain agricultural profitability and incentivize returnees to engage in specialized ,
commercialized agricultural production; Secondly, the paper proposes to accelerate the
development of agricultural socialized services to compensate for technical deficiencies through di-
vision of labor;Thirldly, the paper proposes to improve farmland transfer markets to facilitate mod-
erate land concentration among returnees primarily engaged in agriculture, thereby realizing the
nourishing effect of return—migration dividends on agricultural development.

Keywords : Labor migration ; Agricultural TFP ; Returning migrant entrepreneurship ; Off—farm

work ; Non—farm employment
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