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The Modern Reconstruction of Rural Culture: A Field Observation
Based on the Spectacle of Guizhou’s “Village Basketball Association” and
“Village Super League”

CHEN Qiong

(School of Marxism, Sichuan Agricultural University)

Summary: In the context of the transition to modernization, rural culture is confronted with the
predicament of being co-opted by capital or marginalized, which generates risks of the dissipation of
cultural subjectivity and inherent authenticity. Rooted in the spontaneous sports traditions and ethnic
festival systems of local communities, the “Village Basketball Association” (VBA) and “Village Super
League” (VSL) in Qiandongnan, Guizhou Province, have evolved into nationwide cultural spectacles since
2022. Rather than being reduced to one-dimensional consumer symbols, they fully activate the endogenous
vitality of rural culture and act as a typical case for examining the modern reconstruction of rural culture.

Integrating the processual insights of spectacle theory with the subject-centered concerns of cultural
consciousness theory, this paper constructs a three-dimensional analytical logic encompassing content
transformation, dynamic reconfiguration, and governance restructuring, and conducts empirical research
via long-term fieldwork, in-depth interviews, and participatory observation. The study reveals that these
sporting events achieve the remaking of modernity through three synergistic transformation mechanisms.
In terms of content, plain competitive performances evolve into in-depth cultural narratives that embed
local history and ethnic identity into symbolic systems. In terms of dynamics, local communities break
away from one-sided external gaze and realize indigenous subject construction, whereby villagers convert
external public attention into resources for cultural consciousness and self-representation. In terms of
governance, the single administration-led model is abandoned, and a multi-stakeholder co-governance
pattern with government guidance, villager agency, and social participation is formed.

Further research indicates that the above synergistic transformation is fundamentally underpinned by
villagers’ cultural consciousness, which refers to cultural subjects’ capacity for autonomous adaptation
and creative transformation amid modern shocks. Villagers proactively restructure contemporary narratives
of traditional cultural and sports activities, selectively absorb modern media elements while adhering to
cultural authenticity, and endow traditional culture with space for continuous expression and value
conversion within liquid modernity. On this basis, this paper reflects on spectacle theory from local
experience and reveals the possibility of generating a new type of spectacle different from Western
theoretical presuppositions in the modern reconstruction of rural culture, offering a Chinese rural approach
to safeguarding cultural diversity in the context of modernization.

Keywords: Rural Culture; Modern Reconstruction; Spectacle; Village Basketball Association;
Village Super League
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