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Xi Jinping’s Anti-Poverty Theory and Its Theoretical Interpretation

TAN Xuewen

(Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Summary: Extensive research has been carried out to interpret Xi Jinping’s expositions on poverty
alleviation, yielding abundant theoretical insights. Nevertheless, existing studies still have deficiencies in
systematic and theoretical construction. This paper aims to fill the gaps in previous research, raise the level
of systematic and theoretical interpretation of Xi Jinping’ s expositions on poverty alleviation, and
strengthen its capacity for theoretical dialogue. To achieve this goal, this paper attempts to distill Xi
Jinping’ s Anti-Poverty Theory from Xi Jinping’ s expositions on poverty alleviation, defines it as a
practice-oriented anti-poverty theory, demonstrates its scientific nature, and distinguishes its logical
connections with academic-oriented anti-poverty theories.

To clarify the relationships between poverty theories and different types of anti-poverty theories, this
paper constructs an anti-poverty theoretical framework from a comparative perspective. It finds that the
development of practice-oriented anti-poverty theories helps advance academic-oriented anti-poverty
theories, which in turn serve as an intermediary linking the former with mainstream poverty theories.
Referring to the formulation of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New
Era, this paper summarizes the core content of Xi Jinping’ s Anti-Poverty Theory as “Two Clarifications
and Six Adherences”. At its heart, the theory addresses why and how China eradicated rural absolute
poverty in a timely manner in the New Era. Featuring a distinct theoretical theme, Xi Jinping’ s Anti-
Poverty Theory systematically answers fundamental questions concerning anti-poverty work in the New
Era. It boasts a complete logical structure, realizes innovation in the paradigm of poverty alleviation
resource allocation, and embodies openness and continuous development, thus meeting the basic
requirements for a scientific theory.

From the perspective of inter-theoretical relations, Xi Jinping’ s Anti-Poverty Theory inherits,
innovates and develops the Anti-Poverty Theory with Chinese Characteristics. Meanwhile, it facilitates
breakthroughs and potential transformations in global anti-poverty theories. Thanks to its scientificity and
theoretical value, Xi Jinping’ s Anti-Poverty Theory carries multiple positive implications: promoting the
development of the theoretical system of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for
a New Era, advancing academic-oriented anti-poverty theories, and guiding the transformation of China’s
anti-poverty strategy in the next stage.

Keywords: Xi Jinping’ s Expositions on Poverty Alleviation; Xi Jinping’ s Anti-Poverty Theory; Xi
Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era; Targeted Poverty Alleviation;
Fight Against Poverty

JEL Classification: 132; O15; P26
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